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This readings in this book take you through the history of Israel from Genesis to Nehemiah,

chronologically. The Old Testament's history of Israel is divided into 180 Bible readings

(approximately 1-2 chapters each). For each reading there is a series of questions to help you focus

on the significant details. There are also background notes, and suggestions on how to cover the

material and keep it interesting. The book is intended as a first history course for the early

elementary grades, though many parents are using it with high school students. "The Old

Testament is the perfect place to start teaching history since it truly starts at the beginning. Many of

us shy away from such a study because of the difficulties we might encounter, but the Shearers

have made it much easier with this guide." - Cathy Duffy One of Cathy Duffy's "Top 100 Picks for

Homeschool Curriculum."
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My wife and I homeschool our daughter. We have been using an excellent social studies curriculum.

With that said, we needed supplemental teaching material as we moved beyond lessons regarding

creation, Noah's flood, and Israel's time in Egypt. It seems as if there is a plethora of videos and

articles on the aforementioned topics; however, when it came to the move by Israel into the

Promised Land, the period of the Judges, and Israel's history in general, we had difficulty finding

material that was neither focused on very young children or a more academic, scholarly approach.

Thankfully, after some searching, we discovered material by Greenleaf Press, specifically their



Greenleaf Guide to Old Testament History.The format of this book makes it an excellent tool to both

supplement and at times to perhaps even replace a textbook one may be using. Now keep in mind

this book is not a traditional textbook. There is no lengthy discussion, no maps, and no testing

material. What you will find are lessons that focus on a passage of Scripture, followed by

penetrating questions that help the student dig into the topic at hand, investigating both Scripture

and the historical issues related to that passage.Such an approach serves too important purposes.

First, it ensures the student grasps that Scripture relates actual historical events. Second, by making

this connection, the student will be able to take important theological truths and to apply those truths

to the actual historical events they are studying through this guide. For instance, in the lesson on

David and Goliath, the student will read 1 Samuel 17. Then, discussion questions guide the student

to taking at look at this character called Goliath, exploring who he was, how tall he was, and why he

was challenging Israel.
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